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The lBth Annualmeeting is atthe Grand Hyatt-Park
Ave at Grand cenfal (42nd Sfeet) . NY 10017,
August 7 to 9, 1998. Hotel reservations: (800) 233-
1234, (212) 850-5900.
Regisfation fees: Pre regisfation $100, onsite
$125. Dinner, reception and cofiee break per per-
son $75, Children $15, Baby sitbng available' Mem-
bership fee: Active $50, Associate $35, Adjunct no
charge. Fees must be sent by the 1Sth of July,
otherwise the hotel cannot provide dinner. Mention
the BMAN NA conference while making hotel reser-
vations for the discount. Please make your check
payable to BMANA & send it to Abul F' lslam, M'D.
7595 Cypress Point, Bay City, M|48706.
Family & Children program coordinator:
Nazmul Khan,M.D. (7 18) 621'4327
Scientific Seminar coordinator :
Shafiqur Rahman, M.D (516) 369-8192

An Urgent APPeal
Several Bangladeshi Physicians with J1 and H1 visa who are completing their residency

need sponsorship. Without the sponsorship and job ofiers from underserved areas they
will be sent back . This is a serious problem which needs urgent attention and support
from all of us. Please check your area for physician shortage status. Even if you are not
in a Shortage area you will be able to help enormously. Time is running out . Please call
Dr. M Badru zzaman,Dr. Waled Choudhury , Dr. Hamiduzzaman or Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed.

Obituary
Akthar Hussain MD of Virginia has died suddenly of a heart attack. He was an

excellent phpician and a wonderful human being. He will be missed by all of us.

Meeting Schedule
August 7th
5 PM Registration and recePtion

with snacks
I PM Children's program
9 ptvt Members Cultural Evening
August 8th
8 eu Scientific seminar
2 Ptvt General meeting,
6 PM l)inner,
9 PM Cultural evening.
August 9th
Brealdast and deParture

Member's News
Mahbubur Rahman MD, Ph.D. has joined

Harvard Medical School as a faculty in the
Division of Rheumatology. He has finished his
Ph.D. and medicine residency from Medical
college of Pennsylvania and fellowship at
Mass. General Hospital of Harvard University.
Badrul Alam Choudhury MD' Ph.D. has
joined the FDA. He has received his Ph.D
from Canada, medicine residency from Wayne

Abul Kalam Azad, M.D a Pulmonary physi-

cian of Albany NY. during his visit to Bangla-
desh presented review paper on new treat-
ment of Asthma in the annual meeting of the
Bangladesh college of physictans and sur-
geons. He also spoke on inhalation therapy to
the DMC teachen association. He is helping
Mohakhali Chest Hospital's Pulmonary pro-
gra'm
Monica ZamanrMD, a pediatrician & second
generation member of the BMANA was mar-
ried in the first week of June. Congratulations
and best wishes.

state
NIH

Editorial: MembershiP is
growing but coPing with
communications is still a
problem. Among seven
hundred addressees, half
of the mail is undelivered.
Newcomers need urgent
assistance in maY sectors.
All the Bangladeshi US
physicians need to give
active support to alleviate
the enormous Problem.
lncreasing activities and
confibu$ons by our mem-
bers to Bangladesh is en-
couraging. KeeP uP the
good work.

and fellowship in Infectious disease at



Begum Rokeya Women's Hospital , Dhaka

Women in Bangladesh suffer from depriva-
tion and poverty . They have always been,
and continue to be, the victims of social and
economic neglect and injustice. Eighty five
percent still suffer from anemia while mal-
nutrition is wide spread. Improvement and
sustenance of women's health ( Physical
and mental) is of paramount importance for
a nation. The vision of this new movement
is materialized by the establishment of the
first health clinic at Uttara. Dhaka. Its Mis-
sion is to establish many health and rehabili-
tation centers all over the country. This six
month old clinic is already serving 60-70
patients per day. Their patients are exclu-

sively women and their children. The hospi-
tal will have capacity to ad&ess most of the
diseases women may suffer from cradle to
grave. Suwey and research on the diseases
of women will b€ an important priority. The
founder, President Professor Kabiruddin Ah-
med FRCS. FACS. FICS who was also
Chief of surgery and principal of Dhaka
medical college and organizer of numerous
organizations recently passed away. Any-
body, physicians , spouses or children ,who
are interested in being a part of this move-
ment please fax (610) 543-3577 for more
information.

Shaheeds of Liberation
War Honored
The Prime minister of Bangla-
desh in a BMA conference in
Dhaka recentll', noncred two mar-
tyrs of our war of liberation
Shaeed Professor S hamsuddin
Ahmed FRCS and Shaeed Pro-
fessor Alim. Choudhury

Educational Assistance Fund
A fund has been proposed by BMANA to
give interest free loans to assist the physi-
cians in need who are not yet in tmining
programs, who may use the money to pay
the fees for the examination or buy some
free time to prepare for the USMLE. It may
sound impractrcal but no step is too small
and no task is impossible. This gesture actu-
ally is a gigantic step towards creating con-
fidence in newcomers & future members of
the BMANA. This is an extremely important
proJect which is too important to ignore. Six
years ago the first loan of this kind given to
a female physician was repaid in one year

even before she started her professional ca-
reer. This time three ph-vsicians were as-
sisted. One oflhem has repaid the loan and
another is in the proc€ss of repaving the loan
in less than a year. Two thousand dollars in
donations have been received from present
and past members of the executive commit-
tee as seed money. Recently a generous gift
of US$ 2000 was received from Dr. Ali
Choudhury of Virginia. Generous donations
from all able members are urgently needed
to sustain the hope of these struggling fel-
lowmen. Please send your donation today to
Abul F. Islam. M.D. Treasurer.

A Remarkable Award
Dr Syed Showkat Hossain ,
President elect of the
BbIANA recently received
an award from the Amencan
Heart association of Saint
Clare county division for his
great 44!€tion and work in
caring fbr patients amiaeO Uy
strokes and other vascular
problems for the past 16
years. Dr. Hossain recently
returned from Bangladesh
where he donated one month
of his time taking care of
people who would not other-
wise receive care ofhis exper-
tise. He also shared his in-
sight with other physicians
so that better care muld be
given. The Mercy community
health care system donated
the suplies. He visited
BIRDIvI IPGIViR, DMCH,
Orthopedic hospital, Cardio-
vascular Institute, and 7a-
herul Islam Medical college.
His visil helped him to get a
overall picture of ttrc health
care &livery system in
Bangladesh. He met many
entrepreneurs who showed
interest in financing state of
art health care centers in
Bangladesh if USA trained
physcians are willing tb team
up with them. Dr. Hossain
srggested any body who is
interestd in giYing lectures
&ring a visit to Banglafuh
should contact ths following
persons:
Professor Kazi Shaheed
DhakaMedical Collep &
Professor Kazi tvlesbahuddin
Iqbal,IFGMR

Observership Training for Bangladeshi Physicians:
Dr M. Badruzzaman hesident BMANA and a renown Professor of Pathology of New York Medical
college has successfully trained several pathologists in Bangladesh dunng his visit over the last few
years. He is now offering training in New York Medical College. He has trained Dr. A.N.Mosin of
IPGMR, Dr. Tahminur Rahman of BIRDEM, and is now training Dr. Kuddus Rahman of Mother &
Chtldren center (A prolect of the WHO). All the trarnees get financiai support from some rnternational
funding sourcc arranged by their own urstitution. This an effective way to improve the skills of oru
colleagues in Bangladesh. All members of the BMANA are encouraged to explore the same possibility
tn ther institutions. If most of us can arrange meaningful traimng for vrsiting Bangladeslu physicians
we can make a difference in the health care field back home. Please Contact. M. BadruzzamanjvlD..or
ZiauddinAhmed- M.D.

Disabled Physician needs assistance
Dr. Anwar Choudhury came to this country in 1995 for treatment of his ruptured urethra
from a motor vehicle accident. He had two zurgeries in New York's Brooklyn hospital without
much success. The BMANA and mostly the NY chaper gave him some financial support. Dr.
Shafique Rahman, ex-treasurer of the BMANA was instrumental in getting his surgery done
free of cost. But his present condition dictates further operations which are not possible with-
out financial support. Some members of the Bangladeshi community in New York created a
fund to help Anwar. Members of the BMANA are requested to help him through his ongoing
ordeal.
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ur€r Shafiq Raluran presented his report and
emphasued the need to raise fimds to fblfrll
the obligations. Dr. Shah thanked Shafiq for
his excellent two term service as treasurer. Dr.
Ajmal Sobhan, secretary of the BMNA also
gave his report ed mentioned the importance
of active participation by the members in
BMANA activities. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed
thnnked Dr. Shah and his committee for con-
tributing to the exkaordinary growth of the
organization. Dscussions ranged from organ-
izational reform to many activities in the USA
and in Bangladesh. Dr. M. Yunus relantlessly
stressed on the of initiating re-
search in Bangladesh. Dr. Hamidruarnan
proposed to reorgarrize the short term loan
progmms for strugghng physrcrars. Dr. i,artu.d
Karin1 Dr. Badnrdozza" Dr. Anis, Dr. Quzi
Ahmed, Dr. Kabir and others suggested that
commrurications be improved. Dr. Waled
Choudhury assumed the responsibility to use
his ofiice to imp,rove communications until a
central address is established. The hiring of a
part time was proposed for the cleri-
cal work, with a suggested allotmsrt of firnds
for this purpose, up to a maximlun of 5 thou-
sand dollars. Dr. Monika Taman a second gen-
eration physician assumed the responsibility
to organize the medical students and new phy-
sicians ofBangladsshi parents who are study-
lng in USA. Dr. Thanadar suggested $nays to
improve the election process. Active partici-
patron by Sqior Rtd. Prol Syed A. Shakur was
very valuable. The discussions were enthusi-
astic and involving. All were in extremely
high spirits. The election was conducted by
Dr. Mohammed A. Siddiqur.
Womeir's Auxiliary committee of Michigan
chapto rurder the excell€nt of Mrs.
Moni Akbar also organized a program which
included, Beauty workshop, lecture on Breast
canc€r, a fimd raising for a chnrity foundation,
and a financial planing seminar.
Dr. Ajmal Sobhan and Dr. Abu F. Islam up
dated the members of Project Bangladesh
about the progress of this NGO's activities in
langladesh. There were jewelry, clothing and
music sales. Pharmaceutical ounpanies also
had their sialls.
During the Annual dioner tlrcre were two
guest speakers one Dr. Krisha Sawhney,
President ofthe Indian Medical association and
the other hofessor Momtazuddis Abmed a
visifing Salgladestri, play write, actor and
freedon fighter. The BlvfA NA's Humanitar-
ian award vas grven io Dr. Mohammad

Yunus, founder of Grameen Bank Dr.
Yunus couldn't attend the meetrng,
but his letter of acceptance was read
in the meeting. This time in addition to
a Humanitarian Award. the BMANA
also awarded the following members
for their contributions to diflerent
helds. Physicians with significant con-
tributions for the liberalion War of
Bangladesh: Dr. Sitara Rahman.(Bir
hatik), Dr. Kiran Devanath. Physi-
cians with sigrrihcant contributions for
health care of Bangladesh: Dr. Alim
Khondekar, Dr. Ehsanur Rahman, Ih
Ajmal Sobhan. Sigruficant contribu-
tions to help settle Rangladeshi Phvsi-
cians in USA: Dr. Nasirul Hue, Dr.
HamiduzzamarU Dr.Dhiraj ShatL Dr.
Peter Finch, Dr. Bernard Bercue. Sig-
nihcant contributions in social welfare
acbvitres; Dr. Waled Choudhury, Dr.
Ziauddin Ahmed, Dr. Syed Showkat
Hussain. Fowrding member and Presi-
dent : Dr. Safiul Hasan Academic
Achievement: Dr. Dewan Majid.
The last prograrn on Saturday's cul-
tural night was a remarkable event.
Bangla ganer Vassho, a musical pres-
entation on the evolution of Bengali
Songs was an excellent presentatron by
the host organization, the Michigan
Chapter. The classical dancc per-
formed by Nausheen Hasan u'as a su-
perb show. A beautiful Sruti natok
based on the life of an immigrant was
written and played by guest artist ho.
fessor Momtazuddin Ahmed. Ruqsana
Ahmed was the costar of the play. It
was indeed a heat. Finally our singers
created an unforgettable memory by
ther extraordinary talent. They were
Seerna Muhit (Modern songs), Akram
Hossain (Rabindra Sangit), Amjad
Rahman (Classical & Mixed), Shamsul
farid (Modern and Mixed).
The master of ceremonies on Saturday
were Dr. Safiul llasan and Dr. Mo
hammad a. Siddiqui. An updated direc-
tory is published and a video ofthe
progftrm is available ( Contact person:
Moni Akbar). The coordinators of the
17th annual meetmg at Michigan were
Dr.Syed Sho*ftat Hussain and Dr.

' Safiul llasan.

LTth Annual BMA NA Meeting
The 1997 BMA NA meeting was a
grand success.
The last anmral meeting at Tro.v, Michigan on
August 1997 was a spectacular event. Fnday,
after the regishation, the children's culturai pro-
gram was exlraordinary. About &l talented par-
ticipants performed variety of shows including
concerts, solo pe,formances of instrwnents
( Piano, Dotara, saxophone, guitar), songs,
dance, recitation and speech. The coordinator of
the children progrzrm was Tarzeea Islam. The
fashion show was a grand event. The choreogra-
phy and the musical accompaniment were ex-
cellent. The youths were veiJ jubilant and
spontaneous. The organizers were Dr. Rownak
Ilasar; alone urth Ambreen, Nausheen Nadia,
Sagar, jasmin and Susmita. 

'lhe 
Fnday Mem-

bers' night was full of frrn. Nostalgic and heart
felt warmth were evoked bv the beautiful songs
by all the participants rnciudrng Dr. A. llahz,
Dr. Gani Khan, Dr. Shoutat Hossaia, Dr. Sul-
tana Ghunabi, Dr. Kiron Devnath, Dr. Rownak
Hasan, Dr. Moazzent Hossain, Mrs. Mohua
Sobhan, Mrs. Ruqsana Ahmed, Mrs. Rebeca
Costa, and Mrs. Shika Sarkar.
Ilr. Belayat Hussain, and Dr.Moazzem Hus-
sarn's comedy were very entertaimng. First
time rn our cultural history a full length drama
was performed. The director was famous reciter
and TV broadcaster Dr. Sajedul Alam. The
Bangladeshi famous play *riter Humaywr Ah-
med's "Mohapurush" was very successfully
prrformed by the Michigan chapter of BMANA.
The participants were Dr. Jakir Ahme4 Dr.
Dlip Sarkar, Dr. Sho*,kat Hussain, Dr. Fatima
Hossain, Dr. Jamal Akbar, Dr. Sunil Das, Dr.
Rafiqul Islam, Dr. Nrrrul Amin, Mrs. Ruqsana
Ahmed, Mrs. Nazrna Amin, and Nabila Ahmed.
The play was a breathtaking event. Everybody
was overwhelmed by the superb performances.
Masler of the Fridav evening ceremonies were
Dr Syed Showkat Hussain and Dr.Ziauddin
Ahmed.
Saturday began wrth a scientific seminar The
toplc was Recent Advances in Medicine and
Surgery The speakers were Dr. Nasirul lfuque,
Dr. Imtiaz Hussain, Dr. Jamal Akbar, Dr. Nitin
Doshi, Dr. Chung Owyang, Dr. Arrna Lok" Dr.
Frank Check, Dr. Narendra Tyagi, and Dr. Mou-
nir gazayerli. The excellent CME program was
coordinated by Dr. Shamsud Doha.
The annual general meeting had a busy agenda.

It was presided over by president Dhiraj Shah.
He thalked his committee members and others
and encouraged them to continue ongoing activi-
ties to frirther the goals of the BMANA. Treas-
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CPR courses in Bangladesh.
The first CPR courses were given in Bangladesh by Omar Farooque. M.D a US trained Emergency Physician. Dr. Farooque
went back to Bangladesh a few years ago . Among many things, he initiated the CPR @urse and has already trained a few
hundred physicians all over Bangladesh. The BMANA has donated $2,000 worth of mannequins for this project and became a
proud participant of such an important mission in Bangladesh.

A vascular team is going to
Bangladesh
Dr. Ajmal SobharU a vascular
surgeon, ex-general secretary
of BMANA president of proJ-
ect Bangladesh is leading a
vascular team to perform pe-
ripheral vascular surgerv in
Bangladesh during the first
two weeks of July. 1998. He is
accompanied by 3 OR nurses
and an Anesthesiologist from
his Hospital in Hampton, Vir-
ginia. The hospital will also be
providing some support with
equipment and other logistics.
He will see patients and per-
form surgery in BIRDEM,
Cardiovascular Institute at
Surwar{ hospiul and in a
nursing home. Operations will
be charitable but donations
from able patients will be ac-
cepted for the benefit of the
Shushatya clinic in Dhaka. He
intends to train some young
Bangladeshi physicians during
his trip.

Ilr. Ikr"m went beck to
Bangladesh.
Dr. Ikranul Kabir, son-in-law
of Shaheed Dr. Alim Choud-
hury, who came to the USA
for a bone nurrrlw transplan-
tation for his leukemia went
back to Bangla&sh. Ilxam
had one course of chemother-
apy while waiting for a trans-
piant oportuniiy in tirc USA
Unfornrnately none of the US
hospials contacted would pe-
form the procedrre for less
than $150,0ffi. lvlary mem-
ben of the BMANA shoud
trem€ndous suport and gen-
ermity and had raised a sig-
nificant amouot of morey far
his treatment. It sas a won-
&rftl feeling to s€e a geauine
commitmentfor a rehlive of a
lv{artyr d sr uar of libera-
tio4 even thougb the mney
was nd eoougb to mg the
need He is now tryingro get a
bone marrow transptant in


